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Arizona Arts Standards 2015 
DRAFT Standards for Review

October 20, 2014

What we value in the Arts

 Value and affirm cultural and national heritage. 
 How can Arizona Arts Standards reflect and affirm value of the 

variety of cultures and backgrounds found in our state’s 
schools?

 Value  community connections and cultural 
institutions within the standards
 How can a set of Arts Standards value student participation in 

the arts in community and cultural institutional settings?

 Value the history of our art forms
 Value design and innovation
• Value Creativity as well as measurability
 Value Arts as communication
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What we value: Student-centered 
Standards

 Making certain the standards are student driven, student-
centered.
 Allowing a variety of student responses to art problems
 Valuing a variety of student responses
 Valuing experimentation within the arts classroom

 Value the social/emotion aspects of learning
 How do we measure/assess?

 Value allowing students to express themselves individually
 Arts allow them to safely explore ideas

 Value creating a community of artists at high school level
 Both AZ standards and national standards do this well in some aspects 

already

DRAFT Arizona Arts Standards 
Artistic Process Model
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2006 to 2015 – similar structure

2006 AZ Arts 
Standards

DRAFT 2015 AZ Arts 
Standards

Create Creating

Performing/Producing/Presenting

Relate Responding
Evaluate Connecting

DRAFT Arizona Arts Standards 
Anchor Standard Statements
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Artistic Literacy

How do YOU define Artistic Literacy? 
Why is artistic literacy important?
Share with a partner…

5 Artistic Disciplines

 Definition of Media Arts:
 Film and animation
 Interactive artmaking (e.g. gaming)
 Computation artmaking (writing code to create an aesthetic 

experience

 Does NOT replace CTE standards – but complementary to 
them, focusing on aesthetics of artmaking
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Grade by Grade Level Standards

 Best practice in terms of instructional delivery

 Ease of differentiating instruction over time

 Ease of measuring student progress

 Kindergarten through 8th grade standards

 3 levels at High School

 Think about how this grade by grade structure helps 
and/or hinders your teaching as an arts educator…

High School Levels

Level Working Definition
Proficient One year of study
Accomplished Two to Four years of study
Advanced Honors or College Level 

study
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Music and its structure

Music 2006 Music 2015
General Music K-8 Grade by 
Grade Standards

General Music K-8 Grade by 
Grade Standards

Band/Choir/Orchestra 
separate standards by skill 
level

Traditional and Emerging 
Ensembles, Novice through 
HS Advanced (5 levels)
Harmonizing Instruments 
(Guitar/Piano)
Music Theory and 
Composition
Music Technology

Indicate your interest 
in reviewing these 
other HS standards in 
the Music survey – we 
will be in touch!

Example of what the Standards 
looks like (Visual Arts)
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First Look at the Standards: 
Dive in!

 Start with the familiar – review your home discipline, the 
grade level(s) you teach

 Can you find yourself in these standards? 
 Can you find your students in these standards?
 What’s challenging about these draft standards?
 What’s encouraging?
 What’s frustrating or deflating?
 What’s exciting?
 And ultimately… do these standards get to Artistic 

Literacy in your discipline?

Record your thoughts

 Use the dry erase papers at your table (discipline by 
discipline)

 Respond to the prompts there

 Use the dry erase markers and mark away!
 Or add your thoughts on sticky notes and stick them in!
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If there’s time…

 Go to another table and dive briefly into another 
discipline set of standards

 Respond to the prompts as an outsider
 REMEMBER: Standards should be readable by those in the 

discipline and outside the discipline… outsider comments 
are REALLY useful!!

… but I’ve got more to say!

 Surveys will be available online starting tomorrow for 
your input

 In person meetings are available, too:
 Kingman, October 27

 Flagstaff, October 28

 Yuma, October 31

 Safford, November 3

 AAEA Conference, Tempe, November 8

 MEGA Conference, Tucson, November 19

 Thespians Festival, Phoenix, November 20
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Thank you!

 Your input is invaluable to our Standards Writing Teams.

 THANK YOU!

 Lynn Tuttle – Lynn.Tuttle@azed.gov


